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rigidity of the land revenue system, which, coupled with the ryot's
ignorance and illiteracy, had reduced him to a condition of wretched
poverty. As persistently, the revenue officials had disregarded the cry
for reform. It was not until the ryots driven to desperation resorted
to the somewhat unconventional method of cutting off wholesale the
noses of their oppressors, the money-lenders, that the Government
awoke to the realities of the situation. A Commission was ultimately
appointed under the chairmanship of Sir James Caird, an authority
on the subject, and after repeated attempts on the part of revenue
officials to shelve its recommendations, the Government of India
realized their responsibilities and an Act was passed dealing with a
phase of a problem which had become acute.
Regarded as a somewhat dangerous experiment, the Deccan Agri-
culturists1 Relief Act had proved eminently successful, and had been
considerably improved from time to time in the light of the ex-
perience gained of its working. Several Commissions had been
appointed since its enactment, and they had suggested various
changes in the law. The amendment now before the Council was
prompted by the report of a Commission, issued in June, 1892,
which, while advocating several improvements in the Act, had ex-
pressed its conviction that a load of debt had been taken off the
ryoc's shoulders without demoralizing him or shaking his credit, and
without ruining the money-lender.
In moving for reference of the Bill to a Select Committee, the
Hon'ble Mr. Lee-Warner briefly gave his reasons for not under-
taking a larger measure for the relief of agriculturists throughout
the country, such as had been recommended by the Commission
appointed in 1891. He was followed by Pherozeshah, who directed
his attack against the limited scope of the Bill before the Council.
He had fortified himself with the opinion of perhaps the best auth-
ority on the subject, Mr. Ranade, who, added to his vast knowledge
of die economic conditions of the masses, had acquired as Special
Judge an intimate acquaintance with the working of the Deccan
Agm^tnrists' Relief Act. Pherozeshah began by conceding that as a
saeastue of judicial relief the Act had largely answered its purpose.
It Imd brought jctstioe nearer to the home of the ryots, and the
justice *foae was siibstantial and equitable to both parties. But, he